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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
June 2, 2022

REGISTER NOW FOR PART TWO OF THE CIVIL TRIAL
ADVOCACY PROGRAM, OPENING STATEMENTS, ON JUNE 23
After a successful first session, which saw more than 1,600 registrants, the Court’s Diversity
Inclusion Working Group is pleased to announce the next part of the series – Opening Statements.
Join attorney experts at noon on Thursday, June 23 as they share insight into successful
administration of mini-opening and opening statements and receive 2-hour MCLE credit. (The
Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles is a State Bar of California approved MCLE
provider.) The program includes:
•

A “Nuts and Bolts” lecture on mini-openings and opening statements with perspective from
plaintiff and defense counsel;

•

A mini-opening demonstration;

•

A mock opening statement demonstration; and

•

A Roundtable session with feedback and tips from the presenters.

Attorneys of all levels of experience are encouraged to attend.

Register HERE by 5 p.m. June 22, 2022

(The link to the virtual program will be sent after registration.)
WHEN:

12 – 2 p.m., June 23, 2022

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS:
(Bios attached)

Presiding Judge Eric C. Taylor
Genie Harrison
Manuel Cachan
Christina M. Coleman
Marta Alcumbrac

-MORE-

Judge Michael Whitaker
J. Mira Hashmall
Alyssa K. Schabloski
Alice Chen Smith

OPENING STATEMENTS
2-2-2-2

The event is co-sponsored by the American Board of Trial Advocates, the Association of Business Trial
Lawyers, the Association of Southern California Defense Counsel, the Consumer Attorneys
Association of Los Angeles, and the Los Angeles County Bar Association.

###

lasc civil trial advocacy Program
Opening statements participants
Genie Harrison, of the Genie Harrison Law Firm, APC, is a top women’s rights lawyer
handling sexual harassment, equal pay, and other employment cases. Genie is lead counsel
for the women of Riot Games who secured a record breaking $100 million settlement plus
major workplace reforms. She was counsel for Harvey Weinstein’s former personal assistant
in her sexual harassment case and for other women against Weinstein. Genie was part of the
team that secured a $17 million for Weinstein’s victims.

Genie Harrison
Genie Harrison Law Firm, APC
Opening Statement Demo

Genie was the 2021 President of Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles, which
is the largest local plaintiff attorney organization in the country. She has been listed for
seven years by Super Lawyers as one of the Top 10 Southern California Super Lawyers. Best
Lawyers in America named her the 2022 Plaintiff Employment Lawyer of the Year for Los
Angeles. Lawdragon consistently names her one of the Top 500 Leading Plaintiff Employment
Lawyers in the Country. California’s Daily Journal lists Ms. Harrison as one of the Plaintiff-side
Top Labor & Employment Lawyers in the
state and one of the Top 100 Lawyers in California.
Genie’s cases regularly garner media attention, and she is often interviewed and quoted
across all media outlets.

Mira Hashmall is an accomplished trial lawyer with a record of success in federal and
state courts, and in arbitration. She has been honored by the Daily Journal on its lists of
Top 100 Lawyers in California, Top Women Lawyers, Top 40 Under 40, and Top Labor and
Employment Lawyers. Los Angeles Business Journal has recognized Mira on its lists of Top
Litigators, Minority Leaders of Influence, Leaders in Law, Women’s Council & Awards, and
Most Influential Women Lawyers. Mira was honored by the Century City Bar Association as
Employment Lawyer of the Year 2021.

J. Mira Hashmall
Partner, Miller | Barondess, LLP
Opening Statement Demo

Mira began her practice at a large, international law firm representing clients in complex
litigation matters and defending employers in labor and employment disputes. Since joining
Miller Barondess, Mira has continued to diversify her practice and has achieved Top Verdict
recognition on both the plaintiff and defense side. She represents clients at every stage
of litigation, from pre-litigation counseling to appellate proceedings, and is sought out to
handle complex litigation involving business matters that have a broad legal impact.
In addition to her complex business practice, Mira defends private and public employers in
high stakes litigation involving claims of harassment, discrimination, retaliation, wage and
hour, and wrongful termination. She also defends cases involving disability discrimination
and accommodation, and family and medical leave rights.
Mira has a sophisticated appellate practice and is a Certified Specialist in Appellate Law,
The State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization. Her federal appellate experience
includes First Amendment, defamation and libel claims, insurance coverage issues, and
employment disputes. She has handled appeals involving real estate developments, contract
disputes, whistle-blower actions, and malicious prosecution claims. Mira also has extensive
experience in anti-SLAPP litigation, both at the trial and appellate levels.

Marta Alcumbrac, a partner of Robie & Matthai, APC, is certified as a specialist in Legal
Malpractice by the State Bar of California. She has successfully represented lawyers and law
firms in numerous legal malpractice and breach of fiduciary duty cases, and also represents
attorneys in proceedings before the State Bar. She regularly identifies strategy for early
resolution by quickly obtaining and accurately analyzing the relevant facts and developing
a litigation plan for bringing the case to conclusion. Marta is a frequent speaker on legal
malpractice and other litigation issues. She is the current President of the ASCDC and has
been named Super Lawyers from 2020 to 2022.
Marta Alcumbrac
Partner, Robie & Matthai, APC
Moderator

An experienced trial lawyer and litigator, Manuel Cachán is Co-Head of the firm’s
Trials Practice Group. He has served as trial counsel in various significant and highprofile
matters.
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Marta also brings the same creativity and determination to the practice of law that she used
as a principal founder of the Los Feliz Charter School for the Arts, a K-8 public school started
when Marta realized that parents in her community wanted another educational option
for their children. Before joining Robie & Matthai, she practiced at Bonne, Bridges, Mueller,
O’Keefe & Nichols, where her practice focused on the defense of medical malpractice cases.
When medical issues are relevant (as they often are in legal malpractice cases arising out of
personal injury cases), her medical malpractice expertise is an invaluable asset.

Manuel F. Cachán
Partner, Proskauer
Opening Nuts & Bolts
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Manuel has been recognized by The American Lawyer, which named him “Litigator
of the Week”; the Los Angeles Daily Journal, which included him in its list of “Top 20
Under 40” lawyers; Benchmark Litigation, which has designated him a “Local
Litigation Star” for Los Angeles; Law360, which named him to its list of “Top
Lawyers Under 40 in the Nation”; and Minority Corporate Counsel magazine, which listed
him as one of twelve diverse “Rising Star” attorneys nationwide.
In the last several years, Manuel has represented Fortune 500 companies before
federal and state courts around the country in breach-of-contract litigations,
securities and banking actions, product liability lawsuits, professional malpractice
cases, and suits brought under California’s Unfair Competition Law.
Manuel has for many years taken an active role in the legal community. He has
previously served as a member of the Commission on Judicial Nominees Evaluation
(JNE) of the State Bar of California, which evaluates all candidates under
consideration for a judicial appointment by the Governor. He currently serves on the
Board of Governors of the Association of Business Trial Lawyers (ABTL) in Los
Angeles.
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Alyssa K. Schabloski is a trial attorney with Gladius Law, APC, where she practices in
employment and civil rights, catastrophic injury, and wrongful death. Alyssa was Consumer
Attorneys Association of Los Angeles’s 2016 “Rising Star” after being a Finalist in 2014 and
2015. She has been named a Top 100 Southern California Super Lawyers Rising Star and Top
50 Women Southern California Super Lawyers Rising Star from 2016–2019, a Super Lawyers
Rising Star beginning in 2010, and a Super Lawyer beginning in 2020.

Alyssa K. Schabloski
Attorney, Gladius Law, APC
Opening Nuts & Bolts

Alyssa serves on the CAALA Board of Governors and is a past chair of the New Lawyers
Committee. She is a member of the California Employment Lawyers Association, Consumer
Attorneys of California, and Korean American Bar Association. Alyssa also served as 2020
President of the Los Angeles Trial Lawyers’ Charities and President of the Cowboy Lawyers
Association fron 2019–2021. Alyssa is admitted to practice in California, Arizona, and New
York.
Alyssa received her JD from UCLA, where she received the Morris Greenspan Memorial Prize
in International Law. Alyssa served as Editor-in-Chief of the UCLA Journal of International
Law & Foreign Affairs as well as a managing editor for the Journal of Sexual Orientation Law
(now The Dukeminier Awards Journal of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Law). She
obtained her Master of Public Health at UCLA, where she was awarded the Ruth J. Roemer
Award for Social Justice. Alyssa completed her Bachelor of Arts at Barnard College, Columbia
University. As a Fellow of the American Board of Trial Advocates, Ms. Schabloski clerked with
the Honorable Victoria Gerrard Chaney, now a Justice of the Second District California Court
of Appeal.

Christina M. Coleman
Law Offices of Christina M.
Coleman, APC
Mini-Opening Demo

Christina M. Coleman launched her solo practice of the Law Offices of Christina M.
Coleman, APC in April 2017. With nearly 25 years of experience representing consumers,
businesses and employees in enforcement and protection of their rights, her practice areas
include: employment litigation, including wage and hour and consumer individual and
class actions, discrimination, retaliation & wrongful termination, civil assault & battery,
rape, sexual harassment, civil rights, personal injury, and appellate work. Ms. Coleman was
selected as a Super Lawyer for Southern California every year from 2017-2022, was named
as a Super Lawyers Top 50 Women Lawyers in 2020 and 2021, was a Finalist for CAOC’s
“Consumer Attorney of the Year” in 2008, and was a Finalist for CAOC’s “Streetfighter of the
Year” in 2010. She is also a member of many legal organizations, including the California
Employment Lawyers Association (CELA), the Consumer Attorneys of California (CAOC), and
Ms. Coleman is a member of many legal organizations, including the California Employment
Lawyers Association (CELA), Consumer Attorneys of California (CAOC), Los Angeles County
Bar Association, and the Los Angeles Trial Lawyers’ Charities. Ms. Coleman has served on
the Board of Governors for the Consumer Attorneys of Los Angeles (CAALA) since January
2018, and is its current Chair of Education. She is a frequent lecturer and has authorized
several published articles for several of these and other organizations.

Alice Chen Smith is the Managing Partner of Yoka | Smith, LLP, recognized by U.S. News and
World Report as a Best Law Firm for product liability and personal injury litigation defense
in Los Angeles. Her primary focus is litigating products liability, catastrophic personal injury
and business matters. She practices throughout the State of California in trial and appellate
courts. She was named one of the 2022 Women of Influence: Attorneys by the Los Angeles
Business Journal and has been on the Super Lawyer lists in Southern California since 2012.

Alice Chen Smith
Managing Partner, Yoka |
Smith, LLP
Mini-Opening Demo

Alice has tried numerous jury trials to verdict and was inducted as a member of the Los
Angeles Chapter of American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) in 2019. She is an elected
member of the Board of Directors for the Association of Southern California Defense
Counsel (ASCDC). She also has been serving on the Los Angeles County Bar Association
(LACBA) President’s Advisory Committee on Women in the Legal Profession since 2018. Alice
is also a Member of the Board of Governors and currently a Dinner Program Co-Chair for the
Association of Business Trial Lawyers (ABTL).

From the Court

Presiding Judge Eric C. Taylor
Los Angeles Superior Court
Co-Chair, Diversity Inclusion
Working Group
Introduction * Closings

Judge Ruth Ann Kwan
Los Angeles Superior Court
Co-Chair, Diversity Inclusion
Working Group

Judge Michael Whitaker
Los Angeles Superior Court
Trial Judge; Mock Openings

Co-sponsored by LASC’s Diversity Inclusion Working Group, ABOTA, ABTL, ASCDC, CAALA and LACBA

