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DEPARTMENT 68 
STANLEY MOSK COURTHOUSE 

COURTROOM INFORMATION 
www.LACOURT.ORG 

 
 
 
Judge:  Stephen P. Pfahler      Judicial Assistant:  Anita Williams   Courtroom Assistant: Terry Scott 
 
Court Address:  111 North Hill Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012      Telephone Number: (213) 633-1068 
Courtroom Hours:  8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Lunch Break 12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m.) 
 
CHECK IN:  You may be asked to wait outside the courtroom before or after you check in.  Please follow the 
courtroom staff’s instructions.  Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m.   
 
COURT REPORTERS:  If you require a court reporter, you must provide your own, except as provided by 
California Rules of Court, rule 2.956 and Los Angeles Superior Court Local Rules, rule 2.21.  The following forms 
must be filed in the courtroom prior to the judge calling your case: 
 
 Form LACIV237, if the court reporter is listed on the court’s Pro Tempore Court Reporter Directory; or, 

Form LACIV236, if the court reporter is not listed on said directory.  Please follow the links on the court’s 
website:  General Information-Court Resources-Court Reporters. 

 
FILINGS BY REPRESENTED LITIGANTS:  Represented litigants are required to electronically file all 
documents with the Court through the approved Electronic Filing Service Provider.   
 
FILINGS BY SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS:  Self-represented litigants are exempt from mandatory 
electronic filing requirements.  All papers filed by self-represented litigants must be stapled separately before filing, 
or they will be rejected.  Judgments, orders, and stipulations may be filed directly in the courtroom but must include 
self-addressed, stamped envelopes and copies to conform. 
 
MOTIONS:  All motions to be heard in Dept. 68 must be reserved through the Court Reservation System 
(CRS).  Follow the links on the court’s website:  Online Services-Court Reservation System (CRS). 

Motions are heard Monday through Friday and are set for hearing at 8:30 a.m.  The Court may issue a tentative 
ruling after 3:00 p.m. the day before the hearing. The attorneys/self-represented litigants may submit on the 
tentative ruling by contacting the Judicial Assistant, and, if both parties agree to submit, then the tentative 
will become the Court’s order, and no appearance at the hearing is required.  

LACourtConnect:  Appearances through LACourtConnect is allowed for all hearings except trials/prove-ups 
and settlement conferences.  (**See below for ex parte hearing requirements).  No prior court approval is 
necessary.  For Final Status Conferences, personal appearances are strongly encouraged. To schedule an 
appearance through LACourtConnect, please visit LACourt.org, then go to “Here For You/Safe For You” and in 
the “Attorney Portal” you may set up an account then schedule your remote appearance.  
 
DISCOVERY DISPUTES AND INFORMAL DISCOVERY CONFERENCES:  The Court strongly 
discourages discovery motions and encourages informal resolution of discovery disputes. Counsel with authority to 
compromise the dispute (i.e., trial counsel) must meet and confer by telephone, videoconference, or in person to 
attempt to resolve or narrow the discovery dispute. Merely exchanging letters or emails is insufficient. The Court 
expects the parties to work together in good faith to resolve all discovery disputes. If the dispute remains 
unresolved, counsel may (but are not required to) schedule an informal discovery conference (IDC) with Judge 
Pfahler by calling Dept 68. The IDC should eliminate any need for a discovery motion. At least two court days 
before the date of the IDC, each side shall serve and file their IDC Brief.  A courtesy, hard copy of said IDC Brief 
must also be delivered to Dept. 68 on the same date that it is filed. The IDC Brief shall be no longer than three 
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pages and must include (i) a one paragraph description of the case, (ii) a brief description of the discovery dispute at 
issue, including a list of the discovery requests, objections, and/or answers (iii) a description of the parties’ informal 
attempts to resolve the dispute and any offers to compromise, and (iv) any legal authorities the Court should 
consider.  The parties are encouraged to stipulate in writing to extend any applicable deadline for filing a discovery 
motion until at least 21 days following the IDC.  
 
If the parties are unable to agree on scheduling an IDC or cannot obtain a timely IDC date, the parties shall first 
meet and confer in good faith to attempt to informally resolve any discovery disputes before filing expensive and 
cumbersome discovery motions. If the parties are not able to informally resolve their discovery dispute, the party 
seeking the discovery responses may reserve a hearing date using the Court Reservation System and electronically 
file the motion.   
 
EX PARTE APPLICATIONS:  Ex parte applications are heard Monday through Friday at 8:30 a.m.  No 
reservation is needed.  Ex Parte applications, supporting documents, and a proposed order must be electronically 
filed no later than 10:00 a.m. the court day before the ex parte hearing. Written oppositions shall be electronically 
filed by 8:30 a.m. the day of the ex parte hearing.  Self-represented parties must either electronically file by 
10:00 a.m. the day before the ex parte hearing or personally bring the ex parte hearing, declaration of notice, and a 
proposed order to the Clerk’s Office for payment of the fee by 8:30 a.m. on the day of the hearing and proceed 
immediately to the courtroom with the ex parte application, declaration of notice, a proposed order, and proof of 
payment.  If the self-represented party timely files the required ex parte documents electronically, then he or she 
may appear at the hearing through LACourtConnect.  Oppositions by self-represented parties, if any, shall either be  
filed electronically by no later than 8:30 a.m. the day of the hearing or be brought to the courtroom on the day of 
the ex parte hearing.  If a self-represented party elects to bring in his or her opposition to the Court on the day of the 
hearing, he or she shall bring a sufficient number of copies of the opposition to provide to the court and all other 
parties.  Please note that the Court may not consider ex parte applications submitted/filed without a proposed order. 
 
FINAL STATUS CONFERENCE ORDER:  Department 68 has a Final Status Conference (FSC) Order which 
applies to every case set for trial.  Said FSC order is provided at every Case Management Conference when the case 
is set for trial.  The Court requires the parties to meet and confer as well as jointly work together regarding the 
preparation of all required trial documents as well as to submit the documents and trial binders pursuant to the 
deadlines set forth in the FSC Order. 
 
TRIALS:  The Court sets trial dates at the Case Management Conference once the case it at issue.  Unless the 
Court is dark/closed, all trials are set on Mondays, and all Final Status Conferences are set on Thursdays, 11 
calendar days before the trial date.  All such appearances are at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Department 68 follows the local rules for trial.  Motions in Limine are heard on the first day of trial.  All trial 
documents filed by represented parties must be electronically filed pursuant to the Final Status Conference Order 
(except for exhibits).  Additionally, a printed courtesy copy of all verdict forms and jury instructions shall be filed 
directly in Department 68 at the time of the electronic filing.  All trial documents filed by self-represented litigants 
must be filed directly in Department 68 pursuant to the Court’s Final Status Conference Order. 
 
EXHIBITS:  All document exhibits MUST be placed in binders under tabs, and each page must be numbered 
within each tab.  The exhibit list must be included in the binders.  Exhibits must be brought to Court on the first day 
of trial. 
 
CONTINUANCES:  All hearing dates, including trial dates, may be considered for a continuance by written 
Stipulation and Order.  Said Stipulation and Order shall state the date the Complaint was filed, the current trial date, 
as well as the proposed Final Status Conference date and proposed trial date.  If there is no stipulation, the parties 
may seek a continuance by noticed motion or an ex parte application. 
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