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COURTROOM INFORMATION 

DEPARTMENT 52 

 

JUDGE:    Armen Tamzarian 

COURTROOM ASSISTANT: Tony Isunza 

JUDICIAL ASSISTANT:  Jessica Clavero 

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  (213) 633-0652 

LOCATION:    Department 52, Room 510, 5th Floor, Stanley Mosk   

     Courthouse, 111 N. Hill Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 Welcome to Department 52.  The court appreciates attorneys and self-represented parties 

taking the time to read and comply with the policies and procedures set forth below. 

1. Civility and Professionalism 

The court places a very high value on civility, courtesy, and professionalism in the 

practice of law and the judicial process.  The court expects all attorneys and parties to treat each 

other, witnesses, jurors, court personnel, the court, and others with the highest level of civility, 

courtesy, and professionalism, both inside and outside the courtroom.  The court expects all 

attorneys and parties to grant reasonable requests for professional courtesies, such as requests for 

reasonable extensions of time for deadlines to respond to pleadings, discovery, or other matters.    

The Los Angeles County Bar Association has adopted “Guidelines for Civility in 

Litigation,” which the Los Angeles Superior Court has adopted as civility in litigation 

recommendations to members of the bar.  (Los Angeles Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 3.26, 

Appendix 3.A.)  The court expects all attorneys and parties to read and to follow those 

guidelines.  
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2. Settlement  

While some cases need to be tried, most cases can and should be resolved without the 

need for trial.  “There is a strong public policy in the State of California to encourage the 

voluntary settlement of litigation.”  (Pearson v. Superior Court (2012) 202 Cal.App.4th 1333, 

1339.)  The court believes that it is in the best interests of the parties to settle their cases at an 

early stage to avoid the time, expense, uncertainty, and risk of trial.     

Toward that end, at the Case Management Conference, the court may issue an order 

requiring the parties and their counsel to (1) hold a meeting to discuss settlement or (2) attend a 

court affiliated alternative dispute resolution (ADR) program.  A chart outlining these programs 

is posted on the Department’s webpage.  Alternatively, if the parties stipulate to hold a mediation 

with a private mediator, the court will order the parties to hold a mediation.  The court expects 

the parties’ counsel and any self-represented parties to discuss before the Case Management 

Conference, and to be prepared to address at the Case Management Conference, whether the 

parties will stipulate to an ADR program or private mediation and, if so, what deadline the court 

should set for completion of the mediation or mandatory settlement conference.  

3. Motions 

All motion hearing dates must be reserved in advance on the Court Reservation System at 

www.lacourt.org, under “Online Services,” “Civil,” “Court Reservation System (CRS).”  

Motions are set for hearing Monday through Friday.   

Under the rules of court and the court’s general orders, all filings must be electronically 

filed unless the filer is a self-represented litigant or otherwise exempted from mandatory 

http://www.lacourt.org/
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electronic filing.  For most motions, courtesy paper copies are unnecessary.  If the parties believe 

courtesy paper copies will assist the court, they may lodge them with the court. 

4. Motions for Summary Judgment/Adjudication 

Any party who intends to file a motion for summary judgment or summary adjudication 

must reserve a hearing date immediately because the reservation dates for such motions are 

limited on the Court Reservation System, they fill up fast, and the present reservation dates 

available for such motions are very close to the trial dates being set by the court.  Do not wait 

until discovery has been completed to reserve a hearing date for a motion for summary judgment 

or summary adjudication because, at a later date, hearing dates might not be available at least 30 

days before the trial date set in your case.   

5. Ex Parte Applications  

Ex parte applications are heard at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Friday.  The court typically 

considers and rules on ex parte applications in chambers based on the papers, without hearing 

oral argument.  Attorneys and self-represented parties may appear for ex parte hearings by 

telephone or videoconference.   

Ex parte applications must comply with the requirements of California Rules of Court, 

rules 3.1200-3.1207.  The vast majority of ex parte applications are denied without a hearing 

because the applicant does not present a true emergency justifying ex parte relief.  Only under 

extraordinary circumstances will ex pare relief be granted. 

If the parties stipulate to an order, there is no need to file an ex parte application.  The 

parties may instead file a stipulation and proposed order.  The court generally promptly decides 

whether to grant stipulated proposed orders. 
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Please note that section 8 of the First Amended General Order governing Mandatory 

Electronic Filing for Civil, filed May 3, 2019, provides that, with the exception of self-

represented litigants and other persons excused from filing documents electronically: 

a) Ex parte applications and all documents in support thereof must be 

electronically filed no later than 10:00 a.m. the day before the ex 

parte hearing. 

b) Any written opposition to an ex parte application must be 

electronically filed by 8:30 a.m. the day of the ex parte hearing. . . . . 

Because it is usually extremely difficult for the court to advance the hearing on a motion 

for summary judgment or summary adjudication, if a party files an ex parte application to 

advance the hearing on such a motion because no hearing dates are available on the Court 

Reservation System before the trial date, the moving party should also consider including an 

alternative request that the court continue the trial to a date after the hearing on the motion.    

6. Court Reporters 

Because Department 52 is dedicated to unlimited jurisdiction civil cases, the services of 

an official court reporter are not available for hearings or trials in Department 52, except as 

provided by California Rules of Court, rule 2.956, subdivision (c), and Los Angeles Superior 

Court Local Rules, Rule 2.21, subdivision (a).  A party who has not received a fee waiver may 

arrange for the presence of a certified shorthand reporter to serve as official pro tempore reporter 

pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule 2.956, subdivision (c), and Los Angeles Superior 

Court Local Rules, Rule 2.21, subdivisions (a) and (e).  A party who has received a fee waiver 

may request an official court reporter pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule 2.956, 
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subdivision (c), and Los Angeles Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 2.21, subdivision (a).  The 

court strongly recommends the use of court reporters for both court and jury trials. 

7. Discovery Disputes 

The court expects and encourages the parties’ counsel and any self-represented parties to 

informally resolve discovery disputes, instead of using expensive and cumbersome discovery 

motions. 

The court expects the parties’ counsel and any self-represented parties to meet and confer 

to make a reasonable and good faith attempt to informally resolve each discovery issue in 

dispute.  If the parties still cannot resolve their differences, they may request the court to hold an 

informal discovery conference.  The court grants some but not all such requests.  In the court’s 

experience, an informal discovery conference is useful if there are a few discrete issues the 

parties genuinely dispute.  Typically, the court limits the discussion to three main issues.   

To request an informal discovery conference, please complete Los Angeles Superior 

Court form LACIV 094, lodge it in Department 52, and reserve a hearing date on the Court 

Reservation System, which will reflect “Confirmed” upon approval by the court.     

The court requires the parties’ counsel and any self-represented parties, with full 

authority to enter into a stipulation to resolve the discovery disputes at issue, to participate in the 

informal discovery conference with the court.  Because an informal discovery conference is not a 

hearing on a motion, the court normally does not make any orders at the informal discovery 

conference unless the parties stipulate. 

 

 

 



6 
 

8. Trial Preparation Order 

Department 52 has a Trial Preparation Order which applies to every case set for trial.  

The court expects the parties’ counsel and any self-represented parties to work together to jointly 

prepare and submit the documents and binders required by that order.   

 

9.  Electronically Lodged Documents Which Require Action by the Court 

The court requests that, after the parties’ counsel or any self-represented parties 

electronically lodge a document which requires action by the court (e.g., stipulation and 

proposed order, and proposed judgment), they please refrain from calling the court’s staff to ask 

about the status of the document, and that they instead follow the document’s progress on the 

court’s Website (which the court updates as soon and as often as possible). 

 

10.  Song-Beverly Consumer Warranty Act cases 

Most discovery disputes in Song-Beverly Consumer Warranty Act (Song-Beverly) cases 

should be resolved by following the procedures and requirements of Code of Civil Procedure 

section 871.26. The court expects the parties to schedule a mediation within the time required by 

Code of Civil Procedure section 871.26, subdivision (d). 

In the court’s experience, after a settlement has been reached in a Song-Beverly case, the 

court often holds unnecessary hearings before the plaintiff dismisses the case.  To avoid such 

hearings, the parties are strongly encouraged to include in their settlement agreements 

stipulations for the court to retain jurisdiction to enforce the terms of the settlement pursuant to 

Code of Civil Procedure section 664.6, subdivision (a).  The parties may then file a stipulation 
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and proposed order that (1) dismisses the case and (2) states that upon dismissal, the court shall 

retain jurisdiction to enforce the terms of the settlement.   

The parties shall not file a notice of settlement unless the settlement agreement has been 

fully executed.  Upon the filing of a notice of conditional settlement, the court usually issues an 

order to show cause as to why the court should not dismiss the action without prejudice pursuant 

to Code of Civil Procedure section 664.6, subdivision (e).   

If a party accepts an offer to allow judgment pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 

998, that party should immediately file proof of acceptance and a proposed judgment.   

 

11.  Filings shortly before a hearing 

 The court carefully reads and prepares for each hearing, often taking detailed type-written 

notes.  Sometimes documents electronically filed a day or two before a hearing are not accessible 

to judicial officers on the day of the hearing.  For these reasons, the court highly discourages 

last-minute filings. 
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